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Claude Monet (French, 1840-1926) T———
La Praire (The Meadow), 1879
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Gilt of Mr. William Averell Harriman, 1944.79
© 1995 Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebraska
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Springfield, VA 22153
January 3, 2005

FCC - MAILROOM

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Sir or Madam:

It has come to my attention that you are soliciting input as to public opinion on the
current ban of in-flight cell phone use on commercial carriers. I emphatically support the
continuation of the ban.

I know you will receive input that refers to the level of invasion of personal space and
privacy that rampant cell phone use invokes. I believe that use during flight will elevate
levels of rudeness and, therefore, tension unnecessarily. However, 1 feel there 1s a more
valid reason for continuing the ban.

There is no easier accommodation one can make for terrorists than to facilitate in flight
communications and text messaging that could be easily used to communicate and
monitor their potential plans — even from different sections of the plane on the same
flight, The possibility of coordination of any airline-related terrorist efforts would be
enhanced by a relaxing of cell phone bans. If anything, restrictions should be tightened so
that no calls can be made from within the fuselage of a plane.

Please do not dismiss this as alarmist. One need only watch an episode of a police reality
show to see that cell phones are already misused in society to sell drugs with greater ease

and organize fights and other acts of violence.

Common sense suggests that the ban be continued.

Johy Natale
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